[Intestinal incarceration due to a Bochdalek's hernia].
A 67-year-old male presented with abdominal pain followed by respiratory distress. Imaging revealed a right-sided Bochdalek's hernia. At thoracotomy two days later, an incarcerated small bowel segment was removed, with a protracted post-operative course. In adults, a Bochdalek's hernia is rare and usually asymptomatic. However, when symptoms do occur, incarceration of the intestinal contents is frequent and accompanied by high mortality. The severely protracted course after delayed treatment of a symptomatic Bochdalek's hernia described here illustrates the importance of early recognition and surgical intervention.